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ANNUAL CONFERENCE 
OF THE 


PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


To be held at the Penn Harris Hotel, Harrisburg 
November 5th, 6th and 7th 





Preliminary Program 
Monpay. Novemser 5TH. 


10:00 A.M. Registration 
10:20 A.M. Meeting of the Executive Board 
2:00 P.M. Opening Session 


Theme: REHABILITATION AND THE LIBRARY. 
Speakers: Helen A. Ganser, President P. L. A.; Rose Cologne, 
Specialist in Community Adult Education, State 
College; Dr. G. Franklin Stover, Department of 
Public Instruction, Harrisburg; Jean May, Librarian, 

McKeesport. 


8:00 P.M. Evening Session 


Theme: EDUCATION IN A STREAMLINED ERA. 
Speakers: Dr. Alfred D. Keator, Director, State Library, Har- 
risburg; Rose Cologne; Harold West, Fos Likeer 
of Philadelphia; Helen Metzler; Marie Van Horn, 
Sociologist, York; Mrs. May Kunz Valencik, Li- 

brarian, Allentown. 


‘Tugspay. NovemMBER 6TH 


10:00 A.M. Morning Session 
Theme: WHAT MAKES THE LIBRARY TICK. 


Speakers: Dr. Marie H. Law, Dean, Drexel Institute School of 
Library Science; Margaret Williams, Martin Memo- 
rial Library, York; Helen I. Borneman, Librarian, 
Wilson College; Mary Ellen Lewis, Kutztown State 
Teachers College; Ralph R. Shaw, Librarian of U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 


2:00 P.M. Afternoon Session 


Theme: LEADERSHIP THROUGH YOUNG MINDS. 
Speakers: Mrs. Elsie Singmaster Lewars; Betty Peckham Im- 
hoff; Amelia Munson, New York Public Library; 
Harold Hayden, Librarian, Bucknell University; } 
Martha Huddleston, Pocket Books, Inc. hy ouS 
(Continued on Page 18) / Cw; 
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Turspay. NovemMBER 6TH. 
8:00 P.M. Evening Session 





NOTES ON THE CONFERENCE 


The program committee for this 
meeting has had, as its chief objective, 
the desire to unify the interests of the 
whole Association, and to enable all 
members to have the benefit of the 
contributions of the various groups. 


It is a matter of regret for the officers 
and executive board that it was impos- 
sible to obtain week-end dates for our 
meeting. We believe, however, that the 
Association will agree that it will aid 
the welfare of the organization to hold 
the annual conference, even though 
present conditions do not permit us to 
follow the usual pattern. 


School librarians, in particular, will 
be affected by the dates chosen. Never- 
theless, it is to be hoped that as many 
as possible will find a way to attend at 
least some of the sessions, for the 
P. L. A. values highly its school library 
membership. 


Theme: CAN MAN SURVIVE THE ATOMIC AGE? 


Speaker: Norman Cousins, Editor, Saturday Review of Litera- 


ture. 
USE OF VISUAL AIDS IN THE LIBRARY. 
Speaker: Dorothy H. Litchfield, Free Library of Philadelphia. 


WEDNESDAY. NovEeMBER 7TH 


Business Sessions 


9 
10: 
1:00 P.M. Luncheon Session 


-10:15 A.M. Business meetings of sections 
12:00 Noon Business meeting of P. L. A. 


Theme: THE LIBR&RY AND THE COMMUNITY. 
Speakers: L. Marion Moshier, Senior Library Supervisor, 
Division of Adult Education, New York State; Mrs. 

Paul Koenig, President, Pennsylvania State Federa- 

tion of Women’s Clubs; Grace W. Estes, Librarian, 

Osterhout Free Library, Wilkes-Barre; Carl H. 

Milam, Executive Secretary, American Library As- 

sociation; Ralph A. Ulveling, President, American 


Library Association. 





Early registration for the luncheon on Wednesday is advised, on account of limitations of 
service. The attendance will be restricted to one hundred and fifty, unless new conditions permit the 


inclusion of an additional fifty. 
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WORLD WAR II DOCUMENTS 
IN PHILADELPHIA 

Philadelphia is making plans to or- 
ganize its collections of World War II 
documents on a cooperative basis. A 
joint committee of the Special Libraries 
Council of Philadelphia and the Phila- 
delphia Metropolitan Library Council 
has been appointed to study the situa- 
tion. 

The University of Pennsylvania has 
combined three collections which were 
gathered during the war. These three 
collections are outgrowth of the War 
Documents Service which operated un- 
der the leadership of Dr. Richard 
Heindel from January to June, 1940: 
The War Documents Collection which 
operated under the Philadelphia Biblio- 
graphical Center with W. P. A. assist- 
ance from May to July, 1942; and the 
documents which were collected in the 
University of Pennsylvania Library as 
a result of the establishment of a Li- 
brary Key Center of War Information 
at the University. Though all three of 
these enterprises have been short lived, 
documents have continued to flow to 
them after they were terminated, and 
so very considerable collections have 
accumulated. At the present time these 
collections are merely sorted and stored. 
Ultimately, however, it is planned to 
enter them in the University Library 
and deal with them by some system of 
simplified processing. 

The Historical Society of Pennsyl- 
vania has been making a War Docu- 
ments Collection which is limited to 
Philadelphia and Pennsylvania. They 
have made no clipping file, but they 
have compiled an index of three Phila- 
delphia newspapers. 

There are also considerable collections 
of material at the Free Library of Phila- 
delphia and at Temple University, de- 
tails of which are not yet available. 

Small libraries in the area are faced 
with the problem of disposing of seldom 
used government releases, orders, etc., 


which have been accumulated in con- 
siderable bulk during the war. These 
libraries want to know whether some 
central source or larger library has pre- 
served this material before they discard 
their own copies. The Committee has 
recommended that such libraries direct 
their inquiries concerning U. S. gov- 
ernment documents to the Free Library 
of Philadelphia, which is the natural 
repository in this area for such mate- 
rial. In the event that these smaller 
libraries decide to retain such material, 
the Committee urges that they inform 
the Bibliographical Center of Philadel- 
phia of the material retained, supplying, 
if possible, individual titles of the ma- 
terial. 

Material of local city or state interest 
should be checked with the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania before it is 
discarded. 

With respect to other material, such 
as that issued by foreign governments, 
governments in exile, and non-govern- 
mental agencies, it is anticipated that 
the University of Pennsylvania and 
Temple University will cooperate in de- 
fining fields of interest for the preserva- 
tion of such publications. 

In order that the Committee on 
World War II Documents may fulfill 
its function of disseminating informa- 
tion concerning the location and avail- 
ability of war documents, it proposes 
to issue a circular of information deal- 
ing with the situation in the whole of 
the Philadelphia area. As a prelimi- 
nary to this circular the Committee 
chairman, Dr. Charles W. David, is 
writing to a considerable number of 
Philadelphia libraries for the purpose 
of gathering more specific information 
concerning the condition of war docu- 
ment collections in these libraries. 


GLADYS R. CRANMER 


We, as a Committee of the P. L. A., 
feel deep regret in recording the loss of 
a friend, a well loved librarian and an 
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important member of the Association. 

In the death of Gladys R. Cranmer, 
the State has lost a personality which 
embodied a rare quality of friendship, 
integrity and sympathy. 

Miss Cranmer died at the Sayre Hos- 
pital on August 24, 1945, after an ill- 
ness of several months. Up to the end 
of her life she never lost her interest in 
the Pennsylvania State College Library 
nor in every student and faculty mem- 
ber with whom she was associated. In 
teaching the use of the library to col- 
lege freshmen, she came in contact with 
all students registered in the later years. 
She was instrumental in building up the 
Penn State Room which contains the 
unique records of Penn State College, 
and added much material to its collec- 
tion. 

In the summer of 1944 she taught a 
course in reference work in the Summer 
Library School, thus enlarging and 
deepening her interest in the librarians 
and libraries of the State. 

For twenty-five years she has been a 
member of the P. L. A. and held the 
office of Secretary of it at the time of 
her death. Her quiet charm of manner 
and unfailing interest in, and sympathy 
se all, make her loss one which is deeply 
elt. 

Susan HIMMELWRIGHT 
Mary Eten Lewis 
Evetyn L. Matruews 


FANNIE ELLIOTT LOWES 


The Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion has added another gold star to its 
membership list in the death on August 
29, 1945, of Miss Fannie Elliott Lowes, 
for thirty-two years Librarian of the 
Washington and Jefferson College Li- 
brary, and a member of the Pennsyl- 
vania Library Association since 1914. 

Miss Lowes was quiet and unassum- 
ing, but her deep interest in the library 
and in the community in which she 
lived, and her untiring efforts on their 
behalf, were both felt and appreciated. 


At the time of Miss Lowes’ retire- 
ment from the College Library in 1942, 
she was made Librarian-Emeritus. She 
was also honored by the College in hav- 
ing conferred on her the degree of 
Doctor of Literature, the first time in 
141 years that the College awarded a 
doctor’s degree to a woman. 


Susan HIMMELWRIGHT 
Mary Eien Lewis 
Evetyn L. Matruews 


BOOKS FOR BUSINESS 


The Free Library of Philadelphia, at 
the request of the U. S. Smaller War 
Plants Corporation, has placed in five 
major branches and in the Main Li- 
brary, forty-two useful, expertly se- 
lected books for the use of veterans and 
others interested in starting small busi- 
ness ventures. A dozen of these books 
are also being placed in each of the 
remainder of the forty branches. Mr. 
Paul Scherr, technical consultant, Small 
War Plants Corporation, called upon 
members of the Special Libraries Coun- 
cil of Philadelphia and Vicinity to assist 
in selecting these books. 


ADAMS COUNTY APPOINTS 
LIBRARIAN 

Miss Kathryn Oller has been ap- 
pointed librarian for the Adams County 
Free Library and took up her duties 
there on October Ist. The committee 
in recommending Miss Oller for the 
position said it was “impressed by her 
understanding of the needs of a county 
library in its initial stages, her years of 
experience in county library work so 
similar in set up to that in Adams 
County.” Miss Oller has been the li- 
brarian of Huntington County since 
1942 and is a graduate of Juniata Col- 
lege and the Drexel Institute Library 
School. 

At the July meeting of the directors 
of the Adams County Free Library it 
was announced that the membership 
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drive had passed the initial goal of 3,000 
and that memberships continue to come 
in. Branch libraries are being planned 
in New Oxford, Abbottstown and York 


Springs. 


PROGRESS (IF ANY) OF THE 
L. D. F. IN PENNSYLVANIA 


The Library Development Fund 
Campaign in Pennsylvania has failed 
to reach the goal set by the American 
Library Association. Have you sent in 
your contribution? 


Only about 26 per cent of our four- 
year quota has been subscribed; we 
have passed the one-year amount by a 
few dollars. 

A. L. A. has already set the funds 
received to work, and Paul Howard, of 
the Gary Public Library, is on the job 
in Washington. We must keep him 
there, for the time is ripe to see that 
surplus property distribution is made 
available to libraries and that the pro- 
posed book post rates are not revised 
upwards but kept at the present status. 
These are but two of the many jobs 
which have the attention of Mr. How- 
ard. Let’s see that he has the backing 
of Pennsylvania librarians. Send your 
subscriptions in to Clifford B. Wight- 
man, Treasurer, Free Public Library, 
Lancaster, Penna. 

Cart Witiiam Hut 
Campaign Director 


*TEEN AGE BOOK SHOW 

The Allentown Free Library was host 
to the first "Teen Age Book Show spon- 
sored by Pocket Books Incorporated, 
the first week in October. The pro- 
gram consisted of a movie short, en- 
titled “It’s All Yours,” a short drama- 
tization of the pleasures and benefits of 
reading, designed to stimulate reading 
among high school students in after- 
school hours, and a speaker who gave 
a short “pep” talk to students in their 
assembly period regarding books and 


reading. The books were on exhibit in 
the library, students acting as hosts to 
their own groups. A booklet, “Read 

oday: Win Tomorrow,” edited by 
Mary Gould Davis and containing in- 
spirational messages on the value of 
books, and a list of titles voted most 
popular by the committees who helped 
compile the bibliography of books de- 
signed to help those setting up the show, 
was given each student attending the 
exhibit. 


NEWS NOTES 


The Pennsylvania Library Associa- 
tion will be represented by the Presi- 
dent-elect, Herbert B. Anstaett, at the 
academic convocation to be held at 
Wilson College, in October, to celebrate 
the seventy-fifth anniversary of the 
opening of the College. The speaker 
will be the Hon. Herbert Hoover. 

The Woman’s Club of Ligonier has 
organized a library. It was opened in 
June with five hundred books cata- 
logued and more promised. About fifty 
of these are very new ones which have 
been placed on the rental shelf. 


ROSENBACH LECTURES 


Robert W. G. Vail, President of the 
Bibliographical Society of America, will 
deliver a series of three public lectures 
in the auditorium of Houston Hall, 
University of Pennsylvania, on the fol- 
lowing Wednesdays at 4 P. M. Octo- 
ber 31, “The Voice at the Old Frontier: 
the Pioneer’s Own Story”; November 7, 
“Run for the Block House, the Injuns 
Are Comin’: the Indians’ Captives Re- 
late Their Adventures”; November 14, 
“The Grass is Green in Yonder Field: 
the Frontier Land Agents Offer Their 
Wares.” 


PERSONAL NOTES 
Miss Miriam Grosh, librarian at Ge- 
neva College, Beaver Falls, for the past 
thirteen years, has accepted a position 
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at Upsala College, East Orange, N. J. 
Miss Grosh went to Geneva at the time 
McCartney Library was dedicated in 
1931. This experience in reorganizing 
the library will prove invaluable to her 
at Upsala College, where a new library 
building is to be erected soon. 

Miss Irene MacDonald, formerly li- 
brarian of the State Teachers College at 
Lock Haven and recently in charge of 
cataloguing in the State Library, is now 
librarian of the State Teachers College 
at Lowell, Mass. 

Miss Clara Bragg, formerly librarian 
of the State Teachers College at Ship- 
pensburg, has accepted the position of 
librarian of the Carlisle Public Library. 

Miss M. Doris Sohland, librarian of 
the Northeast Branch of the Allentown 
Free Library, has been granted a year’s 
leave of absence to attend the Drexel 
Institute School of Library Science. 

Dr. Charles W. David, Director of 
Libraries, University of Pennsylvania, 
has announced the following appoint- 
ments. Miss Dorothy Bemis, Librarian 
of the Lippincott Library, has been 
named temporary assistant to the Di- 
rector. Miss Bemis will continue to act 


in an advisory capacity to the Lippin- 
cott Library, to hich i it is expected 
she will return as Librarian. 

Mr. Arthur T. Hamlin, formerly Re- 
search Assistant in the Reference De- 
partment of the University Library and 
for the past three and a half years Re- 
search Analyst for Naval Intelligence, 
has returned to the Library as Chief of 
Service to Readers. He will have gen- 
eral charge of the Circulation Depart- 
ment, including the Stacks, the Refer- 
ence and the Reserve Book Depart- 
ments. 

Mr. Rudolf Hirsch, formerly Director 
of the Philadelphia Bibliographical Cen- 
ter and Union Library Catalogue and 
for the past two years in Europe on 
overseas duty with the O. W. L., is to 
return as Chief of Technical Processing 
in the University Library. He will have 
charge of the Accessions, Catalogue, 
Binding and Repair Departments. 

Mr. Elkan Buchhalter has been ap- 
pointed Reference Librarian at Temple 
University. He succeeds Miss Martha 
Connor, who has accepted a position at , 
Swarthmore College as Chief of Service 
to Readers. 
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